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VACo contacts

VAColegidativeliasons
closdy monitor legidation
affectinglocal governments.
Their contact information
folows

Jim Campbell, Executive
Director: (804) 343-2500, e-
mailf jcampbell @vaco.org

Flip Hicks, General Coun-
sel: (804) 343-2505, e-mail:
pounsel @vaco.org

PhyllisErrico, Director of
L egal Services, (804) 343-
2509, e-mail:
perrico@vaco.ord

Roger Wiley, Legal Con-
sultant: (804) 343-2515, e-
mall:frwiley@vaco.ord

Ellen Davenport, Director
of Public Finance: (804)
343-2503, e-mail:
Edavenport@vaco.org

Larry Land, Director of
Policy Development: (804)
343-2504, e-mail:
[land@vaco.org

Dean Lynch, Director of

L ocal Gover nment Affairs:
(804) 343-2506, e-mail:
plynch@vaco.org

David Blount, Education
Consultant: (804) 644-3702,
e-mail:jdblount@vaco.org

General Assembly OK’s
/0 out of 83 governor’s
budget amendments

On April 8, Gov. Mark Warner rel eased 83 amendmentsto HB/SB
30, the budget that had been approved by the General Assembly. During
yesterday’sveto session, the General Assembly approved 70 of the 83
amendments. The only amendmentsrejected by the General Assembly that
have any potential bearing onlocal governmentsare two education pro-
gramsouitlined below; school divisionsmay ask loca governmentsinvolved
inthe programsto providelocal fundsto restorethe state funding cuts
which Gov. Warner tried to reinstate but which were cut nonethel essby the
Generad Assembly pursuant totheir action of April 17:

* At-Risk Funding

Gov. Warner had wanted to reinstate the 7% and 8% funding cutsto
the At-Risk program. However, the General Assembly rejected this
amendment, which meansthat the At-Risk program cutswill stand.

« Jobsfor VirginiaGraduatesProgram
The General Assembly regjected Gov. Warner’samendment to add
back funding to thisprogramin FY 03.

The budget amendmentsthat were approved that are of benefit to
local governmentsare:

« Streamlining thelanguageinthe budget related to the certification
requirementsinthecar tax audit. Thenew languagewill help ensurethat
personal property tax relief isnot granted to vehicles used for business
purposes, whilerelieving both taxpayersand locad officiasfromextra
paperwork

* Adding 29 new deputy sheriffs(using provisional population esti-
mates) to meet the 1 to 1500 ratio of deputiesto population.

* Fully funding bonusesfor teachers meeting the National Board of
Professional Teaching standards ($5,000initial bonusand $2,500 bonus
every year thereafter for continuing to meet the standards).

Continued on page 2
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Budget amendments
Continued from page 1

* Restoring $1.3 million for two Best Practice Centers, onein Southwest Virginiaand onein Southside
Virginia

* Funding Drug Courtsin 12 localities.

» Clarifying theuse of funding for non-custodia foster arrangementsunder the Comprehensive Services
Act.

For moreinformation, contact Ellen Davenport at (804) 343-2503 or by e-mail at fdavenport@vaco.ord.

N.Va. transportation referendum approved

Yesterday, the General Assembly approved the governor’samendment to SB 668 (Williams). As
amended, SB 668 now authorizesaregiona referendum that will ask Northern Virginiavotersif they would like
toincreasetheir salestax by ahalf-cent to pay for mgjor transportation improvements.

Prior to thegovernor’ samendment, SB 668 only authorized asimilar referendum in Hampton Roads. The
locdlitiesparticipating inthe Northern Virginiareferendumwill be Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun and Prince
William counties, aswell asAlexandria, Fairfax City, Manassas City and M anassas Park.

For dl eight jurisdictions combined, theapproval of the $2.8 billion bond packagewill depend upona
majority of the aggregate number of voterscasting their ballotsin favor of themeasure. Thereferendumwill
take placein the next scheduled election on Nov. 5. Asamended, SB 668 identifies 23 transportation improve-
ment projects, and a so authorizes $150 million in bondsfor secondary road improvements. Inadditionto
authorizing the bond referendum, thebill al so establishesthe Northern VirginiaRegiona Transportation Author-
ity, whichwill beresponsiblefor issuing thebonds. Thegovernor’samendment to SB 668 wasapproved by a
67-30 voteinthe House, and a34-5 votein the Senate.

For Hampton Roads, SB 668 authorizesaregional referendum with $5.9 billion in transportation projects.
Affected jurisdictionsincludethe countiesof Ide of Wight, James City and York; aswell asthecitiesof Chesa-
peake, Hampton, Newport News, Norfolk, Poquoson, Portsmouth, Suffolk, VirginiaBeach and Williamsburg.
Similar tothe Northern Virginiareferendum, the approval of the bond package will depend upon amajority of
theaggregate number of voters(inall 12 jurisdictions) casting their ballotsin favor of themeasure.

Senate defeats War ner’s proposal for $5 surcharge on solid waste

Inthe April 17th reconvened session the Senate voted to recommit the amended version of SB 592
(Hanger) to Senate Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources. Thiswasthebill withthegovernor’s
proposed amendment to impose astate surcharge of $5 for every ton of solid waste received by alandfill in
Virginia. Sincethisinitiativewasput intheform of an amendment and attached to aSenatebill, it wasfirst
debated inthe Senate. Sinceit wasdefeated inthe Senate, it failed to reach the Housefor avote.

The Senate’ saction meansthat although the $5 per ton state surchargeisdefeated for thisyear, it islikely
to be studied by alegidative pand inthe monthsleading up to the 2003 session.

Aspassed by the General Assembly, SB 592 allowed the State Water Control Board and Waste M anage-
ment Board to increase environmental permit feesby asmuch as 300 percent. Thesefeesarecharged by DEQ
to operatorsof certainfacilitiesthat require environmenta permits(such assanitary landfills, wastewater treat-
ment plantsand industria treatment plantswith discharges.) Revenuesfrom thesefeesare primarily meant to
cover administrative costsassociated with Virginia swaste and water permitting programs. Eventhough SB
592 isnow —ineffect — carried over, itsoriginal provisionswill still beenacted on July 1. Thisisbecausethe
governor signed HB 1257 (Dillard), abill that —as passed by the General Assembly —hasthe exact same
provisionsas SB 592 prior to being amended by thegovernor.
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